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Front Cover Feature:
The commercial seed supply for grassland restoration sites can play a significant role in the grass and forb com-
munities that establish initially, and through time. Species which are easy to procure may dominate available seed 
mixes. Zinnen and Matthews examined the composition of commercially available grassland restoration seed 
mixes to determine how well they represent plant communities across a variety of grassland habitats. Image credit: 
Tabby Fenn.

Back Cover Features:
Top: Encroachment of shrubs into peatlands and other wetland habitats can alter floristic diversity by suppressing 
herbaceous plants. Shrubs can lower the water table, disturb nutrient cycling, and limit access to resources like 
sunlight. Wetland restoration through shrub removal aims to return forb and grass diversity to pre-disturbance 
communities. Kirkpatrick et al. compare several shrub removal techniques and report their impacts upon floristic 
quality in a Typha dominated wetland of the Great Lakes region. Image credit: Tabby Fenn.
Middle and Bottom: Before (top, 2003) and after (middle, 2006) forest thinning for ecological restoration in Pinus 
ponderosa (ponderosa pine) forests in northern Arizona, USA. Abella presents data on the thinning treatments 
performed during a 12-year experiment which examined the predictability of responses by understory plant com-
munities to forest structural restoration. Image credit: Scott R. Abella.




