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Cover:
The corrugations of old furrows still mark the land in

the Sonoran desert near Phoenix decades after abandon-
ment, and natural revegetation is painfully~ofien invisi-
bly~slow. Research is now underway to find ways of
hastening recovery of ecosystems on thousands of square
kilometers of such land in the Santa Cruz Valley. A report
on results so far begins on page 71. The plant in the
foregound is tumbleweed, or Russian thistle (Salsola kali).
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