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Artist Stacy Levy worked with landscape architect Julie Bargman,
hydrogeologist Robert Deason, and historian T. Allan Comp in
designing an exhibit and park revealing an ongoing cleanup
process to restore a contaminated industrial site in Pennsylvania.
“AMD and Art Project for Vintondale” was one exhibit in a show,
“Called to Action,” featuring the work of artists engaged in envi-
ronmental restoration. The photo is of an etching of a site plan
for the Pennsylvania park, made of materials from the site, in
particular a waste material called yellowboy. Turn to page 27 to
read more about the art exhibit.

Photo courtesy of Stacy Levy and Julie Bargmann
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species’ common name: Culver’s root (Veronicastrum virginicum). Use
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Reintroducing Prairie Dogs into Desert Grasslands
Joe Truett, President, Truett Research, PO Box 211, Glenwood, NM
88039, 505/539-2188, jtruett@wnmc.net

Prairie dogs (Cynomys spp.) historically occupied large stretches of the
Great Plains and Rocky Mountains from Canada to Mexico (Hall
1981). Early travelers and settlers encountered the blacktailed prairie
dog (C. ludovicianus) over much of the shortgrass region of the Great
Plains and southwestern deserts (Figure 1). However, by 1990, this
once common animal had almost vanished (Miller et al. 1994).

Transport and Release

We selected two release sites on each ranch in areas historically inhab-
ited by prairie dogs. At one release pen on the Armendaris Ranch, we
used a 15 cm auger to make artificial burrow holes about 1 m deep.

We drilled each of these holes at a 45 degree angle to the ground.

Management Implications
Observations made during this reintroduction effort indicate:

1. Expansion of the colonies following removal of the perimeter
fences can be rather precisely controlled by maintaining grass
heights to one foot or taller.

2. Reestablishment of prairie dogs can be used to create or enhance
habitat for burrowing owls and other species.
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